        Happy Valentine’s Day
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Chairman’s Message
Let me begin this letter with some statistical data about our GVL members. We gained 14 new members last year, including one reinstated after payment of past dues. Unfortunately, 11 members resigned or were dropped for non-payment of dues and four of our long-time members passed away. The net result is that our membership number now stands at 151, one less than at the end of 2009. These numbers are good in comparison with most other Lodges in the Vasa organization but, as I’ll explain in the next paragraph, we need to do better.
I have prepared a chart (see next page) showing the age distribution of our members. The distribution is highly unbalanced. For the future existence of our Lodge it is essential that we continue to add members in the youngest age group and then to get them involved in our activities. Of course, we also need to fill shortfalls in the two intermediate age groups between 25 and 45. At our latest Christmas party we had 52 non-members in attendance, 34 adults and 18 children. I hope we will be able to recruit new members from this group. Perhaps, we need to advertize the benefit and the enjoyment of becoming an active member in the Golden Valley Lodge. Later in this newsletter you’ll find a section under the heading “Food for Thought” where I describe one possible way to strengthen our Lodge and the entire Vasa-organization.
On the enjoyment side I can mention monthly dinners and cultural events at the lodge. These dinners are always preceded by business meetings that I can’t describe as hugely fun-filled but they are necessary parts of our activity. We finished a good portion of our business in January, however, and I promise that the next meeting will go more swiftly. The kitchen team of Lillemo Possecker and Yvonne & Stig Klintare is a guarantee for a great dinner experience. Cultural leaders this month are Ruth Wilkening and Mona Steffen.
This year, on December 8, it will be 65 years since our Lodge was established. We decided at our latest meeting to combine this year’s Social event with an anniversary dinner in September; exact time and place to be decided later. Maidie will be in charge of organizing this event with assistance from Marie Mickelson. 

Our Lodge is very fortunate to have many members who are volunteering their services. Starting this month, Laila Jensen has volunteered to distribute the newsletter to members without an e-mail address on record. I (Bertil) will continue to write the newsletter for another year. Distribution by e-mail is the quickest and, of course, the least expensive method but we still send regular (snail) mail to 35 of our member addresses. Please, notify me or our secretary (Mona Steffen) whenever you get an e-mail account or when there is a change in your address (electronic or physical). Speaking of members who volunteer their services, I would like to recognize some long-time members who rarely get much attention for their hard work. Every month in the newsletter I plan to have a section entitled “Hidden GVL-Heroes” (see text below).
Enclosed with this newsletter you’ll find a list of people who have signed up as cultural leaders or as members of refreshment committees (kitchen duty). When Isabella and Maidie reviewed the list, they found a few open slots. In the interest of submitting a complete list for our District’s annual handbook they ‘drafted’ a few members to fill the empty spaces. Please, check the list and notify us if you are unable to serve on the assigned date.
I look forward to seeing you at the Lodge on Thursday the 10th. 

In truth and unity, 

Bertil

Food for Thought
Above, in the Chairman’s Message, I wrote that we are doing well compared to other Lodges in our District. At the upcoming convention I expect to see a continued decline of the number of members in the Pacific Southwest District, probably to less than 1100 if we subtract the double counting of 60-70 persons with dual memberships. Many lodges in our district are too small to be functional in the very near future. I think it would be beneficial for these smaller lodges, either to merge together, or to join a lodge with a greater number of active members. Unfortunately, as I see it, there is no provision in the bylaws of Vasa to allow this to happen. Instead, when a Lodge no longer is viable, the only option is to dissolve it and have all their assets transferred to the Grand Lodge. We saw this happen in 2010 when the Thule Lodge in Glendale went out of existence. If Lodges were allowed to merge, without this requirement to surrender their assets, we would see the creation of stronger groups with the necessary critical mass to prosper in the future.
Lottery Winners
From the meeting on January 13 Steve Tabanelli reports that we sold lottery tickets for $88 and the flower march brought in $43. Steve selected one of our beautiful ladies to draw the winning capsule and it turned out that Steve himself was the lucky winner of $25. A few months ago, as you may recall, I wrote in my newsletter about the odds of winning this prize. According to my calculation a member needs to be present at about 37 Lodge meetings to have a 50-50 chance of winning. I think Steve beat those odds somewhat (but not by much). As a no-winner I definitely have some catching up to do (Steve, would you check that my name is in that damned jar). The cash raffle prizes went to Marie Mickelson ($25), Isabella Muscarella ($15) and Dagmar Rydberg ($10). Congratulations to all the winners. Steve also raffled out several table center pieces (I got one, yeaaah). (
Hidden GVL-heroes

I mentioned in the introduction that we are lucky to have several members who quietly go about helping the Lodge year after year without much notice. To express our appreciation I came upon the idea that I could randomly select two of them each month and tell them that their services are valued. First out is Harvey Peterson who for many years, before we hired an accountant and before I joined the Lodge, prepared our annual tax returns. He served as our Lodge Chairman for three years and as the PSW District Master in 1991. Also, for a long time and continuing today, he makes the name badges that we all wear. Some of these badges are changed whenever we elect new officers of the Lodge. The second person I picked for special recognition this month is Lillemo Possecker. As you all may know, she is gifted with a great singing voice and she volunteers her talent on many occasions. Recently, she set up the beautiful Lucia performance at our Christmas party.
Important Announcements
It’s time again for the membership dues, $25, the same as last year. Please make the job easy on Delphine Trowbridge, our new Financial Secretary, and send her your check made out to Golden Valley Lodge #616. She moved last year and in the January newsletter I gave you an outdated mailing address. The correct address is: 450 East Olive Avenue #236, Burbank, CA 91501.
The annual meeting of the Building Corporation is scheduled for Monday, February 7 at 6:30 pm. It will be held in the small backroom at the Sons of Norway lodge. Since space is limited, please let us know if you plan to attend. The annual meeting will be followed by a regular board meeting where the officers of the corporation will be elected. 


Birthdays in February

Sven Lingström



1st
Hanna Diös

   


3rd                                   

Olof Wester




4th                                    

Dagny Svensson



5th                                   
Mona Steffen




5th                                   

Viola Kindstrand



6th
Stig Klintare




7th 
Elvy Heinstedt




12th                              

James Thorsen




13th
Maria Grew




14th
Justin Winokur



15th
Tyler Holstein



17th                               

Melissa Steffen


19th
Tina DeHart



22nd
Michel Hamaoui


22nd
Bernice Dreher


24th
Bengt Heinstedt


26th
Lage Engblom



27th
Johan Forslund


27th

 

Happy birthday to you all

Dates to Keep in Mind

February 7 

Building Corporation Annual meeting at Sons of Norway 6:30 pm

February 10 

Golden Valley Lodge meeting 6:30 pm

February 14 

Valentine’s Day
February 21

Holiday, Presidents’ Day

February 25-27
Vasa PSW District Convention at Hilton Woodland Hills.

Wishing you all a happy Valentine’s Day,

 








Bertil 
  Golden Valley News for February 2011
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