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                           Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Chairman’s Message
The holiday season is here with all the usual light displays and fireworks. Talking about fireworks – earlier this year I visited the place in Arizona where a large meteor hit the ground thousands of years ago. I was assured that, in this day and age, NASA would be able to prevent a collision with such an object - provided it is detected early, of course. A few days later, after returning home from my trip, I read an article in the paper about the asteroid 2005-YU55. For a moment, I thought we were about to put our rocket scientists and astronomers to the test. Well, it turned out there was no need to worry – as predicted, the space rock passed safely between us and the moon. Now they say a much closer “near miss” will occur in 2029. On Friday April 13 of that year, the asteroid Apophis is expected to come within fifteen thousand miles of the Earth’s surface. Uh-oh, Friday the 13th – I’m sure that will rattle some nerves (
At the Golden Valley Lodge we take things as they come. First we have the business meeting on Thursday the 8th - it promises to be an extraordinary gathering. Like last year, we are going to have a fantastic potluck dinner. Please contact Delphine Trowbridge, at (818) 558-7722 to find out what kind of food she wants you to bring. According to my notes, Berit Stenhoj has signed up to be our Cultural Leader this month. 

On Saturday the 17th (starting at 4:00 pm) we congregate again at the lodge for our annual Christmas party with traditional Swedish food on the menu and a great program that includes Lucia as well as a visit by Santa. I hear we still have tickets available. Disregard the deadline that is stated on the enclosed flyer but please don’t wait - make your reservation as soon as possible.

During the business portion of the meeting on December 8 we will nominate and elect Lodge officers for 2012. We also need to discuss and vote on next year’s budget proposed by the Golden Valley Building Corporation. In addition, our Scholarship Committee Chairman, Hubert Pitters, will hand out this year’s scholarship awards. We have a record number of recipients – they are:
Daniel Wendt

$1,000
Linnea Heinstedt
$1,250

Amanda Holstein
$1,250

Kristina Thorsen
$1,250
Lindsey Wendt
$1,250

Tyler Holstein

$2,000

Anders Heinstedt
$2,000

William Osman
$2,000

Emily Wendt

$2,000

I hope to see you all at our upcoming events. 

In truth and unity, 
Bertil
Lottery Winners

From the meeting on November 18 Steve Tabanelli reports that his helpers sold lottery tickets for $110 and the flower march brought in $54. Kristina de Hart was the lucky winner of $25 in the capsule drawing. The raffle prizes went to Roy Olson ($30), Roy Olson again ($20) and Nicolette Taylor ($10). As usual, several center pieces from the dinner tables were raffled out.
Tidbits from Past Events
We had a great turnout at our November meeting with close to 60 of our members attending. It was especially rewarding to see so many of our younger people. During the business meeting we had a lengthy discussion of this year’s donations to charity. In the end, the membership decided to go along with the recommendations that were made by our Building Corporation. They are as follows:
$4,000 to the Salvation Army

$4,000 to the San Fernando Valley Food Bank

$4,000 to the Swedish Church in San Pedro

These sums are in addition to the small donations that we make on a monthly basis (and administrated by Marie Mickelson). 


Birthdays in December
Muriel Nagy-Nordstrom   
2nd                                   Laila Jensen                        
5th                                    

Jonas Fornander                  
8th                                   

Donald Bruget                     
9th                                    

Cecilia Thelin                      
14th                                 

Carol Mendelson                 
15th                                 

Eva Brown                               
25th

Robert Holstein                        
25th

Hubert Pitters                           
27th

Robert Heinstedt                       
28th

Gunilla Polutanovich


29th

Happy birthday to you all

 Dates to Keep in Mind

December 8th 


Golden Valley Lodge meeting 6:30 pm
December 17th 

GVL’s Christmas Party, 4:00 pm

January 5th


Building Corporation meeting 6:30 pm at Sons of Norway (small room)


Wishing you all a great holiday season, Bertil 
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