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Golden Valley Lodge  #616 • Vasa Order of America • 
 Meeting: Prince of Peace Lutheran Church | 9440 Balboa Blvd | Northridge, CA 91325 

info@goldenvalleylodge.org • www.goldenvalleylodge.org

The next meeting is Thursday, October 10, 2019 
Please remember to RSVP to dtrowbridge36@gmail.com every month!!

Golden Valley Lodge #616  
Newsletter

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

I look forward to seeing all of you at our October meeting and Chase and Kristina will 
be preparing our dinner.  Of course, Hanna and Roy will provide the bar.  Our Viking 
Festival trip was a big success, I am told.  Thank you Maggie for taking over and 
doing a great job.

This year we will have our Lodge anniversary in November with a pin ceremony and 
Princess Torta.  Maidie will be preparing our dinner.  Hope you all attend.

In Truth and Unity,

Delphine

Credits: Emma Ivarsson/imagebank.sweden.se
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GVL Happenings

If you have any pictures or stories to share, please send them to laurietaylor@hotmail.com!

Happy October Birthdays!

Ha en trevlig  
födelsedag!

2019 Golden Valley Lodge Board 
& Service Positions

  
Chair: DelphineTrowbridge 
Vice Chair: Chase Dodd 
Past Chair: Inga Francis 
Secretary: Lisa Eklund
Assistant Secretary: Mona Steffen
Financial Secretary: Dorothy Burns 
Treasurer: Birgitta Clark
Chaplain: Andrea Tabanelli
Master of Ceremonies: Lucas Taylor
Assistant MoC: Dylan Olson
Cultural: Ruzenna &  
      Ruzenka di Benedetto 
Guard: Cecilia Trowbridge 
Incoming Trustee: Kerstin Wendt 
Auditors: Britt Marie Potter &  
      Maidie Karling 
Historian: Laurie Taylor
Vasa Park: Richard Heinstedt 
Bar: Roy and Hanna Olson 
Newsletter: Laurie Taylor  
Youth Group: Nicolette Taylor

Please bring nice things to 
use for the holiday raffle 
to the lodge at our next 
few meetings!!!

Monica Carabas  2

Gun Marianne Olin  2

Annili Anderson  5

Yvonne Klintare  5

Laila Weitz   7

Delphine Trowbridge  7

Larry Pulatanovich  7
 
Wenche Eklund  8

Lillemo Possecker  10

Heidi Klintare  12

Conny Klintare  13

Maggie Connelly  14

Daga-Karin Lindquist 15
 
Ingela Sorensson  15

Caitlyn Haggerty  16

Stephen Osmond  16

Ann Heinstedt  16 

Alex Klintare   19

Alexander Richards  21

Emma Rose Chiarelli 21
 
Lisa Eklund   23
 
Katarina Holstein  24

Bradley Richards  25

Gunvor Sabo   25

Rikard Siwerson  26 

Russell Nordstedt  30

Annual Social to Vista Viking Festival and Balboa Island
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A Touch ofazzzzzzzzzzzzz                    Sweden: 

The NHS Blood and Transplant service is also looking 
at new ways to increase donations, and has turned to a 
viral marketing campaign to highlight the shortfall.

During National Blood Donation Week street signs 
and shop fronts around the country are having the 
letters ‘O’ and ‘A’ quietly removed, representing the 
missing blood types.

Downing Street was one of the places joining the 
#missingtype campaign “We simply can’t ignore the 
fact that there has been a stark reduction in the num-
ber of new donors coming forward - a trend seen 
across the world,” Jon Latham, the organization’s 
assistant director for donor services, said. “While we 
can meet the needs of patients now, it’s important 
we strengthen the donor base for the future.”

Sweden has faced similar problems, and authorities 
have decided the best way to make sure shortfalls 
don’t happen it to be as open as possible about the 
exact levels of blood in stock. 

In Stockholm, residents can go the local blood 
service’s website and see a live chart of how much 

blood is left. “The same info as we have internally is 
shown externally,” says Ms Blom Wiberg.

The thinking is that when stocks run low, people 
will respond if they know there is a problem. It’s 
only recently become possible for ordinary donors 
who notice stocks are running low to raise the alarm 
with social media.

“Social media is an extremely important channel for 
us to reach our donors. Sweden needs more young 
donors to have a stable blood supplies in the future,” 
says Lottie Furugård, a communications manager at 
Stockholm’s blood center.

Other initiatives rolled out in some areas include let-
ting donors sign a contract agreeing that authorities 
are allowed to aggressively pester them by text mes-
sage, Facebook, and email until they donate blood.

Rather than the usual bureaucratic language of 
medical appointments, Health Care Communication 
News reports, the messages include light-hearted 
threats, such as: “We won't give up until you bleed.”

While different local areas in Sweden have taken 
different approaches to innovating, the overarching 
goal is very simple, Ms Blom-Wiberg says: “Our 
challenge is to make the public and especially the 
blood donators understand just how important their 
contribution is.”

Blood donors in Sweden get a text message  
whenever their blood saves someone's life 



Our Beautiful Centerpiece/Raffle Prizes!!!





Margit Anna Carin Bennett of Studio City, CA 
passed away peacefully on Friday September 6, at 
the age of 91, surrounded by her family. Born in 
Uddevalla, Sweden, to Bertil and Carin Carlson in 
1928, 
Margit went through all her schooling and early 
working career in Sweden before emigrating to the 
United States in 1954.

She was a world traveler and was involved in the 
travel industry her whole life. She started working 
with American Overseas then TWA, Pan American 
and SAS airlines. After this she opened her own 
travel agency, Scandia World Travel, in Studio 
City in 1966 and operated this travel business for 
more than forty years. She was a dedicated work-
ing mother and wife. She handled the responsibili-
ties of all of them with patience, strength and love.

Margit met and fell in love with her husband, 
Ben, in January 1957 and they were married four 

months later on April 13th. She and Ben had a long 
and loving marriage that lasted almost 62 years. 
Margit was a significant presence in the Los An-
geles Swedish community her entire life including 
the SWEA organization. There wasn’t a morning 
when you wouldn’t find her on the phone talking 
in Swedish to one of her many Swedish friends. 
Margit loved traveling and traveled all over the 
world. She loved cruising with her husband, family 
and friends. In addition to this, Margit’s passions 
were dancing, Big Band music, slot machines and 
gardening; She had the ‘greenest thumb’ of anyone 
you’d ever meet.

Margit was a very traditional person and held a tra-
ditional Swedish Christmas Eve celebration every 
year at her home, with traditional food, drinks and 
songs for all to sing. She was also very brave and 
strong.

Margit was proud mom and grandmother through 
and through but one of her proudest moments in 
life was when she became an American citizen and 
often challenged people with facts and questions 
about American history and civics.

Margit is survived by her son & daughter-in-law, 
David & Heidi Bennett; her daughter & son-in-
law, Christina & James Andrykowski & her 4 
grandchildren, Ryan & Jason Bennett and Taylor 
& Easton Andrykowski.

Services for Margit will be held on Thursday 
September 26 at 1:30 at Glendale Forest Lawn, 
Wee Kirk o’ the Heather Church. 1712 S. Glendale 
Ave., Glendale. A small reception will follow at 
her house.

Margit Bennett 
1928 - 2019



CULTURE CORNER: Viking Festival & Balboa Park
A BIG THANK YOU TO MONA STEFFAN FOR MOST OF THE PICTURES!!!





YOUTH GROUP AT DISNEYLAND




